
Mississippi River Plastic Pollution Competition 

The Madison County Green Schools Program invites schools to participate in a citizen 

science project focused on recording data on litter at different points along the 

Mississippi River. This competition will require the use of the Marine Debris Tracker app which will allow participants to 

log the litter they pick up, as well as the use of GPS which tracks the location of the litter. For students and schools to 

participate in this competition, their school must be enrolled in the 2020-2021 Madison County Green Schools Program.  

The problem: It is estimated that 40% of plastic pollution entering the Gulf of Mexico, and 

then into the ocean, originates from the Mississippi River. This competition targets the 

problem of plastic pollution in our waterways and helps to track what plastic items are 

being littered. 

Whether your school is currently participating in virtual learning from home or in-person 

learning, we encourage you to participate in this competition and help to clean up Madison 

County. This competition allows for social distancing as it only requires students (and their 

families) to spend time outside while cleaning up their community. We encourage students, 

their families, and staff to participate in this competition.  

If you do not have a smart phone or portable electronic device, contact your school 

coordinator to find out how to record your collection numbers. 

 

HOW SCHOOLS CAN PARTICIPATE:  

 Students (or their parents) and school staff must download the Marine Debris Tracker app and log in with their 

school account information. Make sure to check out the one page overview showing how to use the app and 

report your data.  

 Select the list MRCTI (icon to the right). 

 Students select an area to clean up. This can be in their neighborhood or one of the 

targeted areas suggested by Madison County. 

 Students and staff use the app to collect data and the litter that they clean up. 

 School coordinators will then select ‘download my data’ for the school account and submit to Madison County. 

The top three schools will receive the prize money to use towards their school’s sustainability goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All data collected APRIL 1st -25th will count towards the school’s total. 



COMPETITION RULES 

 Schools must be located in Madison County and enrolled in the 2020-2021 Green Schools Program. 

 Students/Staff/Families must use the MRCTI list when using the app. 

 All entries from participants must be logged through the school coordinator’s account. The school coordinator 

will then report the school’s results and number of collected items to Bailey Lutz, the County’s Green Schools 

Coordinator.  

 School coordinators must keep track of the number of participants (students/staff logging data) to submit at the 

end of the competition. 

 School coordinators must sign ‘Acknowledgement of Tips for a Safe Clean-Up and Release of Liability’ form when 

picking up supplies to be used for the competition. 

 To calculate the school’s totals for the competition, we will divide the number of items logged by the number of 

participating students/staff at the school. Winning schools will be announced Friday, April 30th, 2021 

 

First Place: $500 for the school to use towards their sustainability goals 

Second Place: $400 for the school to use towards their sustainability goals 

Third Place: $300 for the school to use towards their sustainability goals 

BONUS PRIZE for the school that collects the most items: $200 for the school to use towards their sustainability goals 

 

For any questions or concerns relating to this competition please contact Bailey Lutz, Green Schools Coordinator or 

reach out directly to your schools coordinator. 

bnlutz@co.madison.il.us 

618-296-4606 
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